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Amsterdam welcomes fifty Duich Cubean students

AMSTERDAM--In keep-
ing with an annual tradition,
the City of Amsterdam, on
Thursday, welcomed the
new group of students from
the Dutch Caribbean. This
year it concerns fifty new
students, the vast majority
being from Curagao and
Aruba, and only two from
St. Maarten and one from
St. Eustatius.

Amsterdam is one of the
more popular student cit-
ies. Students choose Am-
sterdam based on the fact
that it is a large city with
plenty activities and a great
mix of cultures, but also
because it offers top level
education at the Univer-
sity of Amsterdam UvVA,
the VU University, and the
higher vocational school
Hogeschool van Amster-
dam HvA.

The most popular studies
of the new group of stu-
dents in Amsterdam are
psychology, law and ICT,
but there are also students
with an entirely different
study, like Indy Brooks
from St. Maarten, who will
study civil engineering at
the HvA, and José Hupsel
from St. Eustatius who is
looking forward to start his
studies in design and inno-
vation engineering at the
HvA.

Brooks (19), who came to
the Netherlands with his
18-year-old brother Reno
a student of biomedical sci-
ence at the UvA, is what
they call a free mover. He
is not part of the group of
31 students with study fi-
nancing from St. Maarten.
Brooks said that so far he
was happy with his new
place of residency and that
he was eager to start his
studies in early September.

Both Brooks and Hupsel
were asked to introduce
themselves by Master of
Ceremonies Tanja Fraai, as
were several other students
from Aruba and Curagao.
Asked why they chose Am-
sterdam, Brooks said: “It
was a logical choice because
I came with my brother who
also wanted to study here.”
Hupsel said he chose Am-
sterdam because of its wide
variety in cultures.

Hupsel was one of the 26
students from the Caribbe-
an Netherlands who will be
guided by Aalse and Part-
ners Student Support. Only
Hupsel and one other stu-
dent from Bonaire, Jeanne-
Vienne Angela, opted to
study in Amsterdam. “I like
Amsterdam because it is a
metropolis. It has much to
offer. Here I can continue
to work on my personal de-
velopment,” said Angela.

Member of the Amster-
dam City Council Marjole-
in Moorman of the Labour
Party PvdA welcomed the
students in the hall of the
City Council. An “excellent
choice,” she called the deci-
sion of the students to opt
for Amsterdam. “Amster-
dam is the most beautiful
city on earth. It is home to
840,000 people and now it
is also your home.”

Moorman said the new
students would continue
the tradition of 60 years
when the first batches of
Antillean students came to
Amsterdam. “Some decid-
ed not to go back and now-
adays we have more than
11,000 persons of Dutch
Caribbean descent contrib-
uting to our multi-cultural
city,” the Councillor said.

The various speakers that
proceeded implored on

OPEN ON SUNDAYS!

%ll_' C

CARITA

DAY SPA

PARIS

Puerta DeL Sou - Sivpson Bay

Te: (1-721) 544 2142
527-2969

JOIN US ON f CARITASPA
E-mail: caritasxm@gmail.com

www.carita-spa-sxm.com

OPEN 6/7 (cLosep on monpays)

St. Maarten student Indy Brooks (right) addresses the gathering during the welcoming cer-
emony at the Council Hall in Amsterdam on Thursday; next to him St. Eustatius student

José Hupsel. (Suzanne Koelega photo)
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Education, Youth Affairs and Cultural Attaché of the Cabi-
net of the St. Maarten Minister Plenipotentiary Kelly Busby
(second from right) with St. Maarten student Indy Brooks
(second from left), St. Eustatius student José Hupsel (right)
and a member of staff of the Amsterdam City Council. (Su-

zanne Koelega photo)

the new students to mingle
with other students besides
those from their own coun-
try. “I know from experi-
ence that this has many
advantages. It will benefit
your integration and study
results,” said Aruba Minis-
ter Plenipotentiary Alfonso
Boekhoudt.

The students were espe-
cially advised to come for-
ward with their problems
and to seek help when in
trouble. “Our culture is
one of keeping problems to

yourself; don’t show others
that you are in trouble, but
I urge you to talk to some-
one when you encounter
difficulties,” said Curagao
Minister  Plenipotentiary
Marvelyne Wiels. She an-
nounced that as of January
1, 2017, the Curacao Gov-
ernment would introduce
an incentive for returning
graduates: a fiscal write-
off of study debts of NAf.

10,000 per year.
Member of the Second
Chamber of the Dutch
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Parliament Tanja Jadnan-
ansing (PvdA), who grew
up in Aruba and Suriname,
also urged the students to
seek help. “Keeping up
appearances doesn’t help.
I didn’t have it easy either
when I came to the Neth-
erlands to study. In first
instance I didn’t seek help,
but when I did things got a
lot better.”

Jadnanansing urged the
newcomers to make Dutch
friends. “Broaden your ho-
rizon. You are the brains
of your island. Prove your-
selves! Work hard, straight-
en your back and make
your island proud. I know
that won’t be easy because
the Netherlands is a tough
country, but you can do it,”
she said.

In total more than 500
students from the six is-
lands came to the Nether-
lands this summer, which
is slightly more than last
year. This is mostly due to
a larger number of students
completing their secondary
education. As always, the
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largest group of students
came from Curacao — 212,
of which 25 chose Amster-
dam to study.

Representatives of various
organisations were present
at the information stand
at Thursday’s event. The
Municipality ~Amsterdam
shared information on the
many internships that the
city has to offer. The Cura-
cao Free movers, a project
of the Curacao Govern-
ment, offered its services
to assist those that came to
the Netherlands on their
own, some 210 in total this
year.

The Dutch Caribbean Stu-
dent Association Hvanti
of the HvVA and UvA was
present with a sizable del-
egation, and distributed
information about its ac-
tivities and services. Rep-
resentatives of the VU and
UvA welcomed their new
students from the islands,
more than 20 in total.

The Curagao Study Fi-
nancing Organisation SSC,
and Aalse and Partners Stu-
dent Services were present
as well to share information
and answer the questions
of the new students. Also
present was WeConnect, an
organisation that connects
the private sector on the is-
lands and the Dutch Carib-
bean students by offering
job opportunities.

The Municipality Amster-
dam organised the welcom-
ing reception for its newest
residents for the sixth time,
a gesture that was clearly
appreciated by the stu-
dents. They happily noticed
that the flags of Aruba, Cu-
racao and St. Maarten flew
at the City Hall on Thurs-
day in their honour.
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