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prepared to make a con-
certed effort to contribute 
positively to a united com-
munity by actively seeking 
in your daily life, at home 
and at work, to build bridg-
es and resolve conflicts. We 
should seek to find common 
ground in the interest of the 
betterment of our society. 
  Next, we must foster an 
environment of respect 
one for another. A society 
where respect is allowed to 
be eroded is a society on 
the road to disaster. It is im-
perative that we safeguard 
this very important human 
characteristic of our society 
and imbed it in our cultural 
fabric. Respect for oneself, 
respect for our parents, 
respect for seniors in our 
society, respect for elected 
and appointed representa-
tive’s, respect for law and 
order. We cannot build a 
united community if we are 
not committed to instilling 
in our children and showing 
by our own example a sense 
of respect and order. 
  Respect is a key compo-
nent of a united commu-
nity; it allows everyone the 
ability to benefit fully of 
the rights afforded to them 
while equally fulling their 
obligation to society to be 
productive, to build up, and 
to contribute ultimately to 
leaving Statia a better place 
for the generation that will 
follow. 
  Next, in order to unite in 
mutual respect we should 

seek to foster an environ-
ment of inclusion. As a 
community challenged with 
limited resources we must 
seek to maximize all re-
sources available to us by 
promoting an environment 
of inclusion and coopera-
tion. We must recognize 
and make best use of the 
private sector partners, so-
cial partners, religious or-
ganizations, and regional 
and national partners in 
addressing the various chal-
lenges economic, social or 
environmental that we face.
  Statia has great potential 
and now the time is here to 
actually achieve this poten-
tial we are all so convinced 
of. The time is now to re-
alize a sense of urgency 
in making progress. Quite 
recently the longest stand-
ing political standoff of 
this hemisphere was ended 
when the United States and 
Cuba started the process of 
normalizing relations.
  My fellow Statians build-
ing bridges does not mean 

conceding nor does it erode 
our right to formulate, fight 
for, and strive towards the 
achieving of our goals. By 
building bridges we help to 
create a mutually beneficial 
environment where all in-
volved contributes toward a 
brighter future. 
  Today, as we celebrate 
being Statian, I call on us 

all to commit to these ba-
sic principles of personal 
commitment, fostering an 
attitude of mutual respect, 
and active inclusion of all 
sectors of our society as we 
move forward in rebuilding 
our beloved Golden Rock. 
I thank you all and wish you 
all a Happy Statia Day.

tive vison does not exclude 
critical thinking and debate; 
rather, I believe the oppo-
site to be true for history has 
shown that every successful 
democracy was developed 
through a process of dia-
log. With all stakeholders 
actively engaged, critical 
thinking and open public 
debate ultimately yielded a 
vision that was reflective of 
a wide cross section of the 
community, who, in turn is 
committed to working to-
ward achieving this shared 
vision. 
  I have been told that I of-
ten have a way of creating 
an unrealistic image of so-
ciety, that in fact a united 
community around one goal 
is unlikely. Well my follow 
Statian’s, history has shown 
us that unity is the only way 
any community has been 
able to concur their chal-
lenges and achieve their 
goals. For this reason we 
know by heart the popular 
statement “united we stand 
and divided we fall.” So yes, 
I believe that unity is possi-
ble and a necessity if we are 
to be successful. Pondering 
this possibility, I suggest we 
then consider the question. 
How do we unite our com-
munity in order to achieve 
this future that we all envi-
sion? 
  My fellow Statians, I be-
lieve this unity is possible 
through first and foremost 
sincere and personal com-
mitment. We must all be 

  My Fellow Statians, on 
Statia day we celebrate who 
we are as a community. We 
walk down memory lane 
and reflect on the glory days, 
such as the first salute heard 
round the world that gave 
rise to the world greatest 
democracy. On this day we 
also reflect on our reality of 
today. Where are we now? 
Where are we going? Last 
year on this very podium we 
looked into the future with 
great anticipation to a year 
of significant developments. 
Since then we have expe-
rienced a referendum, an 
election, and most recently 
the completion of the evalu-
ation of the past five years 
as a public entity. While the 
reports are completed and 
being studied, we are now 
faced with the yet another 
important question. What’s 
next? There are many opin-
ions with regard to what is 
next for St. Eustatius, and 
I suspect that we will enter 
a period of discussions re-
garding our collective fu-
ture taking into account the 
events of the past year.
  In order for us to be suc-
cessful regardless of the 
path ultimately chosen we 
must insure that we build a 
solid foundation from which 
this journey must move for-
ward. A solid foundation 
requires us all as a com-
munity to come together 
in support of one collective 
vision. It must be clear that 
uniting behind a collec-

Dear Editor,
  Nuance, the intelligence 
that emerges between reason 
and emotion, seems to be 
lacking these days after the 
devastating attacks in Paris. 
This brief intervention is one 
that seeks to remain faith-
ful to nuance. In these dark 
times the fever of exclusive-
camp-thinking (Us against 
Them) threatens to infest 
even our brightest minds. 
  In their zest to display their 
global knowledge, as in those 
who question why a Parisian 
life should weigh more than 
say a Kenyan (a country also 
reeling from lethal attacks 
by religious extremists), or 
spontaneous fellow feeling 
– those who say that an at-
tack on Paris is an attack on 
all French and St. Martinois 
living in Paris – intellectu-
als, politicians, journalists, 
and activists on St. Martin 
and St. Maarten run the risk 
of forgetting what solidarity 
entails. Solidarity is never ex-

clusive. Such is camp- think-
ing, and this is what we get 
when some quarters claim 
that “we are the West and 
with the West,” while oth-
ers retort “the West is the 
place that oppresses and 
cannibalizes the Rest.” Soli-
darity, which is charity, is far 
removed when one hears 
words like these uttered by 
our brightest minds. 
  Solidarity is always shared 
with the weak and threatened 
across ideological divides. 
Terms like the West and the 
Rest; the defenders of de-
mocracy and the terrorists; 
Us versus Them, give way to 
looking at and looking after 
those who will suffer when 
the power hungry dehumanize 
each other and lead most to 
forget the individuality of each 
other. We, St. Martinois and 
St. Maarteners, are not the 
victims of Paris, neither are we 
the ones in Kenya, Palestine 
or Syria. We are not the moth-
ers, fathers, sisters, brothers, 

sons or daughters plunged 
into mourning. We are not, no 
matter how many times some 
of us have visited the French 
capital or how many of us can 
claim a historical connection 
to the victims. What we are 
those people that today can 
and must stand with those 
weak persons: Muslim, Chris-
tian, secular and whatever, 
that threaten to be victimized 
due to acts of revenge. 
  One can only hope that 
this will be the tone of the 
coming interventions by our 
brightest minds. 

Dr. Francio Guadeloupe – 
President and Interim Dean of 

Academics, USM
Erwin Wolthuis – Division 

Head of the Hospitality and 
Business programs

Dr. Natasha Gittens – Direc-
tor of the SCELL

Josue Ferrol – Division Head 
of the pre-USM program

Pedro de Weever – Lecturer of 
the USM


